CA                                             EAST V. WEST

allowed fay the Chinese Government to compete with three local
schools of astronomers in contests which were to test the accuracy of
their methods of calculation of astronomical data; and how they
won in the contest and how, as a result, the Chinese Government
promulgated the calendar as devised by the Jesuits (ibid., p. 29).
He records that the Jesuit influence died out in about a hundred
years, and later China came once again in contact with "Western
Civilization." This time the "Europeans were no longer remem-
bered as the heralds of a wonderful science and a religion of love;
they were only recognized as pirate-traders and most conspicuously
as traders of opium" (ibid., pp. 30-31). The Opium Wars created
"suspicion and resentment" among the Chinese and it took them a
long time to form a "better opinion of the Western nations and of
their civilization" (ibid., p. 31). This welcome change was due to
the work of the missionaries, who came along with the traders,
and who started schools and hospitals, agitated against opium-
smoking in China and in Europe, and befriended the Chinese.

The significance of these incidents and trends may be noted.
The earlier Jesuit missionaries, the opium traders and pirates and
the later Protestant missionaries are all bracketed under "Western
Civilization," but the reaction of the Chinese has been different to
each of them. The reasons are obvious. In the case of the calendar
reform and the acceptance of the system advocated by the Jesuits,
it was the case of the objective testing of different systems and the
acceptance of the best; the problem lent itself to such an objective
test There was undoubtedly a conflict between the four schools of
astronomers, but that did not affect the Government, who accepted
the best, which happened to be the one of the Jesuits. But it was
not the best because it was Western, or because it was sponsored by
the Jesuits. It was not a conflict between the West and the East,
between Western accuracy and Eastern inaccuracy, nor between
Christianity and the religions of China. As a matter of fact, the
Jesuits were not primarily interested in astronomy or the reform of
the Chinese calendar; they sought only a method of approach to
the intelligentsia of China in order to proselytize them. But evidently
in this latter respect the Jesuits did not march from success to